THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
this time at his side, largely sharing in the powers of govern-
ment, a most remarkable young man, by name George Villiers,
whom he had taken up for a favourite in the years 1614-16.
James's first favourite had been an unpleasant Scotchman called
Carr, very unpopular, married to a detestable wife, and falling
under circumstances which deprived him of any sympathy.
Villiers was in quite a different position; he was not only
good-looking but brave and of a generous nature, from eighteen
to twenty years old when he was first rising at the court, an
Englishman in the midst of all these Scotchmen, and, what was
more important to the history of England, a man not without
genius. To him the country owes the first continuous and
energetic policy for the creation of a national navy. James
had advanced him most extravagantly, making him a peer two
years after his entry to court, when the young man was barely
twenty-four, and Marquis of Buckingham two years later. He
was also given valuable offices, and, luckily for the country,
that of the Admiralty. He had also become the close friend,
adviser, and guide of the reticent, shy young Prince and heir,
Charles, between eight and nine years his junior,
Buckingham entered heartily into his master's scheme for a
Spanish alliance, persuaded Prince Charles to it without
difficulty, and at the suggestion of the Spanish Ambassador
made a romantic journey to Madrid. There, however, the
match met with resistance; Buckingham found himself foiled
and retired in anger with Prince Charles to England. The
Spanish marriage had been unpopular in England, and Bucking-
ham on his return became a sort of hero as being the man who
had destroyed the Spanish match. In the place of it a marriage
for Charles was arranged with Henrietta Maria, the young sister
of the French King, and an attempt was made to relieve the
Elector Palatine by the use of English troops. The expedition
failed miserably because Parliament, which Buckingham had
summoned for the purpose, would not grant sufficient sums
for the 12,000 men required. This expedition, known as the
Mansfield Expedition from the name of the Protestant German
general who was entrusted with it, ended in the destruction of
die forces by disease, and the expedition got no farther than th£
Dutch island of Walcheren, where it went to pieces.
In the midst of these misfortunes King James died, not
without piety, on March 27, 1625.
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